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while an ill-balanced mind will succumb to its
weight.

Happiness draws woe in its train, as pleasure
is followed by sorrow. But it is only neces-
sary to purify and to ennoble trouble, and its
essence will dissolve into happiness, the instinctive
inspiration of our life.

Noble pleasures may be infinitely multiplied.
Nay, thanks to the imagination, they can become
inexhaustible riches. We can remember a book,
be enraptured by its ideas, enjoy an indescribable
pleasure in evoking its beauty. We recall a
pretty landscape and again mentally live in its
charms. When we love a friend sincerely, the
mere thought of being able to render him a service,
of knowing that he is happy, fills us with satis-
faction and joy. Delighted by a lofty act of good-
ness or of courage, we conjure it up and rejoice
in its beneficent charms.

The purer the source, the deeper are the pleas-^
ures which flow from it, while having a vast extent,
and a limitless faculty of repetition.

Vulgar pleasures, which are base in their essence,
have, on the contrary, a brief duration. Moreover,
they remain rebellious to the summons of our
memories. There is a common saying, "to make
the mouth water/' when we think of certain dishes